
A scene from Motion Activated, an interactive and electro-acoustic in-
stallation project, at the ARTsPLACE Gallery in Annapolis Royal, Nova 
Scotia. The work explores the relationships between the body, space and 
time, and is collaboration by musician/ audio-visual artist Lukas Pearse,
visual artist Susan Tooke, and dance artist Véronique MacKenzie. 
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The Aesthetics of Performance 
Taught by Ruth Grauert and Véronique MacKenzie 

June 29–July 12, 2014 
 
The function of art is communication from creator to viewer. 
From the warm-up sessions through motion studies to impro-
visations and composition, all action is designed to move the 
audience by sentient performance. The individual dancer’s 
unique exploration of shape, space, time and motion, pro-
duces dance that moves the viewer to see the performer’s 
unique vision. 
 
Véronique teaches the first class of the day, preparing the body 
and mind to move freely. Ruth’s class follows and explores the 
release of movement through the lens of shape, time and space 
and presents dance as communication of sensed values. Both 
Véronique and Ruth will mentor the creating of dances to be 
presented in concert on Friday, July 11. Over this two-week 
workshop you will accumulate over fifty class hours. 
 
 

 
Ruth E. Grauert holds a B.A. from Ursinus, 1939, and an M.A. from Columbia, 1941. She 
is the recipient of the 2005 Martha Hill Lifetime Achievement Award and doctorates of 
humane letters from Ursinus College in 2009 and Centenary College in 2013. Ruth studied 
with Hanya Holm, Martha Graham, Alwin Nikolais, Anna Sokolow, Truda Kashmann, 
Muriel Stewart, and Charles Weidman. She was a member Nikolais Hartford Company, 
1942–43; assistant to Nikolais, 1948–1988; stage director for Murray Louis, 1953–1970; 
lighting designer and stage manager for Phyllis Lamhut, Beverly Blossom, and others, 1948 
on; and she taught lighting at the Nik/Lou lab, 1948–1995. In 1979–1980 she directed the 
Compagnie de la Danse Contemporaine d’Angers in France. She is founder and director of 
Bearnstow, a summer arts place, from 1946 to present. She has authored numerous articles on 
general aesthetics, staging, lighting, and Alwin Nikolais, as well as concert and book reviews 
and poetry (see BearnstowJournal.org). 
 

Véronique MacKenzie A recipient of one of Nova Scotia's prestigious Established Artist 
Awards, this eclectic choreographer continues to immerse herself in the exploration of the 
comedic and traditional genres as well as collaborative and site-specific work. In recent sea-
sons, Véronique has performed at the Labrador Arts Festival, the Edmonton Fringe Festival, 
Toronto’s Junction Arts Festival, Halifax's first inaugural Suitcase Festival, the Nocturne: 
Arts at Night Festival, Kinetic Studio and the Soloicious Festival for solo performers. 

This past season, Véronique won one of the few spots at Interrarium, a creative residency 
at the Banff Centre for the Arts. She also won the Live Art Diane Moore Scholarship, the 
Centre for Art Tapes Media Scholarship as well as a research grant from the Canada Council 
for her next project entitled Storm Dances, about dancing in extreme weather. Most recently, 
she presented her multi-media collaboration entitled Motion Activated at Saint Mary's Uni-
versity Art Gallery. Véronique is currently on faculty at NSCAD University, Dalhousie Uni-
versity, and Halifax Dance. 
 

On Parker Pond, Mount Vernon Maine 

Please	visit	www.bearnstow.org for	registration	information.	


