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For nearly all of my life I have pictured myself helping a room 
full of students find the beat in their feet. Every student de-
serves a teacher who will never give up on them as well one 
who will inspire them. I want to encourage students to take 
risks, engage their minds, and mostly to be themselves as I 
aspire to develop first-rate individuals.

—Valenisa Gracy-Frye, Montclair State University, 
BA candidate, Class of 2017

Montclair State University students teaching Clifton High School students. Photo credit: Lois Manzella.

Montclair State University students teaching Clifton High School students. Photo credit: Lois Manzella.

Dance is passed down by word of mouth, or perhaps more accurately 
by word of body, from teacher to student and on through genera-
tions. Helene Scheff captures this idea of legacy very poignantly in her 
article in this issue, “Stages in the Development and Life of a Ballet 

Teacher.” Here, I celebrate the continuum of dance with undergraduate and 
graduate students stating why they want to teach dance.

Dance is an art form that fosters individual growth and self-
discovery by challenging the body and mind. Through the 
process of exploration and active participation, I want stu-
dents to realize that dance is a mode of learning that builds 
awareness to the world that surrounds them. Every student 
deserves to see their potential in becoming an artist. It is ev-
ery child’s right to receive the greatest possible education in 
dance, and I want to be a facilitator of that.

—Emily Funicello, Rutgers University, 
EdM candidate, Class of 2015
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I want to be a dance teacher because of the wonderful con-
nections I am able to make with students and fellow teachers. 
The community of dance teachers I know in Philadelphia 
are incredibly supportive, empathetic, and encouraging. In 
terms of building relationships with students, each one has 
an intricate story to share, and I deeply appreciate the op-
portunity to witness how they share that story with others 
and myself through unique movement choices and capaci-
ties. I am certain that being a dance teacher will (and already 
does!) fi ll my life with utter joy and gratitude.

—Mary Stickney, Drexel University,
BS candidate, Class of 2016

With technology’s increasing prevalence in our society, chil-
dren are becoming more aware of how electronics work and 
less aware of the workings of their own bodies. Many chil-
dren are fi guring out how to use a tablet or phone before 
they develop their motor skills. I believe that dance educa-
tion is important to children because it encourages explora-
tion and development of the capabilities of one’s own body. 
Along with this, dance education can help encourage social 
development in ways that technology has come to hinder it.

—Brittany Cohen, Rutgers University,
BFA candidate, Class of 2015/
EdM candidate, Class of 2016

I want to be a dance teacher because I enjoy sharing my pas-
sion for dance with other people. I also like watching chil-
dren move because they are free and move as if they don’t 
have a care in the world. I really enjoy seeing the enthusiasm 
children have when they learn and accomplish something 
they have been working toward.

—Mollie Krochmal, Drexel University,
BS candidate, Class of 2015

My desire to teach dance stems from its ability to live any-
where. When I teach dance I am teaching not just move-
ment, but focus, routine, athleticism, discipline, physiology, 
communication, geometry, language, physics, respect, and a 
way to facilitate risk and expression. When you teach dance, 
you help the whole person to grow.

—Catherine Natter, Drexel University,
BS candidate, Class of 2014

I’m interested in teaching dance in K–12 specifi cally because 
it allows me to approach dance education from an academic, 
interdisciplinary perspective; and because it permits me to 
reach a broader audience than I otherwise would if I were to 
continue on my previous career path, which involved teach-
ing mostly in private studios. Like many dancers, I found a 
voice, a home, and a vessel of authentic expression in my 
body. While I still fi nd performing fulfi lling, I know that my 
abilities and passion as a teacher will make it possible for me 
to inspire even more young minds and bodies than I would 
have been able to if I had remained primarily onstage. 

—Simone Baechle, Rutgers University,
EdM candidate, Class of 2016

I want to teach dance because it inspires students to express 
themselves in multiple ways and in turn this inspires me as 
an educator. It’s motivating as a teacher to see students think 
critically about how they can move their body, their multifac-
eted instrument. Teaching dance is truly special as it brings 
awareness to our own bodies and how we can express our-
selves uniquely through them.

—Melody Marti, Montclair State University,
BA candidate, Class of 2017

I want to be a dance educator to share my passion for dance 
with students in hopes it will positively impact their lives, as 
it did mine. Dance allows the individual the freedom of self-
expression in a safe environment, plus enhances a student’s 
overall educational experience in so many ways. There is no 
better feeling than the satisfaction that overwhelms me as I 
witness my students discover their own artistic voice of ex-
pression through movement!

—Brittany Barnwell, Rutgers University,
EdM candidate, Class of 2016

I want to teach dance because I want everyone to have the 
opportunity to get to know their bodies and all the beautiful 
things they can do. I also want to teach dance to increase my 
students’ self-confi dence and open a free fl ow of creativity.

—Rachael Mindas, Montclair State University,
BA candidate, Class of 2017

I want to be a dance teacher because dance has played such 
an enormous role in my identity development, and con-
tinues to be an outlet in which I can reach a level of peace 
and happiness that other experiences cannot give me. As a 
dance teacher, I want to pass this love on to future genera-
tions, opening their minds to the possibilities for academic 
and emotional growth, self-discovery, individual expression, 
and potential career opportunities that a high-quality dance 
education can offer. I want to inspire as I was inspired, and 
see a passion for dance ignited in another.

—Olivia Marchitelli, Rutgers University,
EdM candidate, Class of 2015
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